How to Manage Legal Fee’s

Very few clients have unlimited funds to spend on their case. The following tips may be helpful to you in keeping your legal fees manageable.

1. Be Prepared
- For all meetings, calls and correspondence with your lawyer. Make a list of the questions you want to ask or the topics you are hoping to cover. It is usually more efficient to send one longer email that addresses five issues than to send 5 different emails that each address one. You are charged for the lawyer to read them. 
2. Consider Taking Notes
- Legal disputes can be very stressful and stress impacts our ability to remember things.  Consider taking notes during meetings and calls with your lawyer to that you do not have to ask the same question twice. Some clients find it helpful to have a friend or family member participate in meetings with their lawyer to act as both support person and note-taker. 
3. Schedule a time for a telephone call 
- Lawyers bill for the time they spend working on your case. This includes time spent listening to or leaving voicemail messages. For this reason, try to avoid playing ‘phone tag’ with your lawyer. Always schedule a time for a phone call then you are prepared and so is the lawyer. Always copy my law clerk in emails to ensure one of us can get back to you in a timely manner. 
4. Keep your documents organized 
- Make sure your documents are well organized. This will make it easier, faster and therefore less expensive for us to review the materials you will send to us. Ours is a paperless office, so we prefer to receive documents electronically whenever possible. If you can, save each documents as a separate file with a descriptive name beginning with the date of the document in YYY-MM-DD format (e.g., “2021-03-22 Letter from family doctor.pdf”). If you need to provide us with hard copies of your documents, it is best to organize them chronologically. 
5. Be Honest and Straightforward
- I tell people if there are any “landmines” in their case, I need to know at the start. If you have what you believe is damaging information, it’s a bit better to discuss it at the start. Otherwise it always comes out at some point and it will be a lot more difficult to deal with then. Further if I find out you lied to me, were misleading, or withheld important information about your case, I will probably have to resign.



6. Listen to your Lawyers Advice
- You are paying a lawyer for advice. If you do not care and are not going to follow their advice then maybe you need a second opinion. You should make sure you thoroughly understand the legal advice and carefully consider it before rejecting it. 
7. Be businesslike in your approach to your case
- Everyone wants to feel that justice has been done in their case, but the law assumes that this can usually be accomplished by requiring one party to pay some amount of money to the other. This means that most legal disputes are, at bottom, disputes about money. You do not want to spend $5,000 to pursue a legal claim that is worth, at most, $2,000. It is no less important to be mindful of costs in cases that do not have an obvious financial component. You do your child no favors by obliterating your savings in pursuit of a claim for custody that has no realistic prospect of success, for example. It is better to focus on a more achievable goal, such as maximizing the amount of time you can spend with your child. The money you can save can be used to pay for therapy expenses to help your child adjust to the changing family structures or put into an RESP for future post-secondary costs. Remember that every dollar you pay to your lawyer is a dollar that will not be available to your son or daughters care. 
8. Work with appropriate professionals on the non-legal aspects of your case
Research suggests that separation and divorce are more stressful than almost any other major life event. Most people will require some support to help them through the transition, but your lawyer is no substitute for a qualified therapeutic professional. Low-or no-cost counselling may be available to you through your family physician, employee assistance program, or faith community. Similarly, while the breakdown of an intimate relationship will often have financial implications, your lawyer cannot provide you with financial advice (as distinct from advice about your financial entitlements or obligations under the law). You will need to consult a financial planner or an accountant for advice on managing your money. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
